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menceinent of decomposition makes itself apparent
through the splitting off of nitrous acid, these tests
are based on the detection of this, which is effected
with the'aid of potassium-iodide paper, or better,
starch-iodide paper. Nitrous acid liberates iodine
from potassium iodide, which with starch panto
gives a deep blue compound of,starch iodide. The
test, which requires special apparatus, is usually
carried out at !(>()" F. (71" C.).